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Name: Horton L Miles ,
Residence:Beetown, Wisconsin 

Enlistment Date:28 February 1865 

Distinguished Service:DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

Side Served:Union State Served:Wisconsin

Unit Numbers:3111 3111 

Service Record:
Enlisted as a Private on 28 February 1865
Enlisted in Company F, 7th Infantry Regiment Wisconsin
on 28 February 1865.

Mustered out Company F, 7th Infantry Regiment
Wisconsin on 06 July 1865

Regiment:7th Infantry Regiment WI 
Date Mustered: 02 July 1865 

Regiment Type:Infantry 

Enlisted Died of Disease or Accident:10 

Officers Died of Disease or Accident:271 Enlisted Killed or Mortally Wounded:0 

Regimental Soldiers and History:

Regimental History
Seventh Infantry WISCONSIN  (3-YEARS)

Seventh Infantry. -- Cols., Joseph Van Dor, William W. Robinson Lieut.- Cols., Charles A. Hamilton,
John B. Callis, Mark Finnicum Hollon Richardson; Majs., George Bill, George S. Hoyt.

This regiment, organized in Aug., 1861, was mustered into the U. S. service by companies and left the
state for Washington on Sept. 21. It reached Washington on Sept. 26 and joined King's brigade at Camp
Lyon on Oct. 2.

It participated in all the movements of its brigade during the following winter and spring and had its first
skirmish with the enemy in July, 1862. An expedition was sent out by Gen. King to destroy the Virginia
Central railroad, of which expedition the regiment formed a part, and during the movement a skirmish
occurred with the enemy's cavalry but the troops suffered more from the excessive heat of the weather.

The regiment took part in the celebrated retreat of Gen. Pope, taking position at Beverly Ford after
crossing the Rappahannock, and for 3 days skirmished with the enemy, losing 2 men wounded.



But it had its first introduction to real warfare at Gainesville, where the fearful list of casualties proved the
desperate nature of the contest. All the field officers of  the regiment were wounded, and it lost 46 men
killed or died of wounds. On the following day it was present at the battle field of Bull Run, where it was
temporarily consolidated into six companies and took part in the contest. It acted as part of the rear-guard
on the retreat and during these two days lost 5 killed and 135 wounded.

The regiment was engaged throughout the battle of South Mountain and held its ground until late in the
night, when it was relieved. It lost during the day 20 killed and 105 wounded.

At Antietam the regiment was hotly engaged and lost 17 killed and 25 wounded. It took part in the battle
of Fredericksburg, but owing to the position it held it did not become very actively engaged and it lost but
1 man killed.

At the opening of the Chancellorsville campaign in the spring of 1863 the regiment was with the brigade
when it crossed the river at Fitzhugh's crossing in pontoon boats and drove the enemy out at the point of
the bayonet. In this affair the regiment lost 4 killed and 5 wounded. Early in June it took part in a cavalry
reconnaissance towards Culpeper Court house and as infantry support in the battle of Brandy Station did
very effective service.

It bore its share in the battle of Gettysburg with characteristic gallantry and suffered severely, its loss
being 32 killed and 80 wounded. It was in the affair  at  Buckland mills  in  October  where it  had the
misfortune to lose 30 men captured.

In December 211 of the 7th reenlisted as veterans. This was sufficient to constitute a veteran regiment and
in January the non-veterans were temporarily attached to other organizations, while the regiment returned
to Wisconsin on veteran furlough.

During the first day's fighting in the Wilderness, the regiment suffered severely but in the attack on the
enemy's first line it captured the colors of the 48th VA. The battle was resumed at daylight the following
morning, when the 
regiment participated in the grand charge upon the Confederates in front and was the only regiment that
succeeded in holding for a short time the enemy's first line of breastworks.

At  Spottsylvania  the  enemy  established  a  body  of  sharpshooters  within  50  yards  of  the  Federal
breastworks, but they were driven out by a company of the 7th Wis. On the following day the brigade
again advanced to charge the enemy's works in front, the regiment being on the left. The troops to the left
of the brigade were repulsed, and the 7th was obliged to return to its breastworks, which it did in good
order. It was the first regiment to relieve Hancock's corps at the "bloody angle" and took position in the
enemy's first line of intrenchments, which had been captured by Hancock earlier in the day. The list of
killed and those who died from wounds in this campaign from May 5 to June 10 show that the regiment
lost 92, while 184 were wounded.

On June 18 the regiment advanced with its brigade across an open field, about 2 miles from Petersburg,
against the heavy works of the enemy, through a galling and terrific fire. In this movement the regiment
was left without any connecting line on its left, but the ground was held for an hour and a half, during
which the regiment suffered terribly from the infantry and artillery fire of the enemy.



The Federal batteries were firing over the heads of the men in order to prevent the Confederates from
advancing from their works and having to aim low many of the shells struck in close proximity to the
regiment. Having a few shovels, earthworks on the left flank were commenced, the soldiers aiding the
shovelers  with  their  bayonets  and  tin  plates.  Before  they  could  finish  their  works,  however,  the
Confederates advanced to within 75 yards, and after  fighting them as long as there was a chance of
holding the position, the regiment was compelled to fall back through a more deadly fire than that through
which it  had advanced,  returning to near the position from which it  had moved in the morning.  The
casualties in the regiment were 21 killed and 37 wounded.

On July 30 the regiment took part in the operations connected with the explosion of the mine and had 1
man killed and 1 wounded. In the desperate fight on the Weldon Railroad the 7th captured 26 prisoners
without sustaining any loss.

On Aug. 20 it rejoined the brigade on the west side of the railroad and assisted in the gallant repulse of the
enemy on the 21st, the regiment capturing the battleflag and all the field' officers of the 16th Miss.

The regiment fought with its accustomed gallantry at the battle of Dabney's Mill in Feb. 1865, with a loss
of 4 killed and 19 wounded. It fought at Gravelly run in March, and took a prominent part in the famous
battle of Five Forks, which immediately preceded the fall of Richmond.

It then joined in the pursuit of the enemy and had the proud satisfaction of assisting in the capture of the
army of Gen. Lee at Appomattox Court House. In this short campaign from March 29 to April 9 the
casualties in the 7th regiment were 18 killed and 52 wounded.

After the surrender of the Confederate forces the regiment moved to Black and White's Station, where it
remained until  ordered to Washington,  where it  participated in the grand review. On June 17 it  was
ordered to Louisville, where it was mustered out and started for Wisconsin on July 2.

The original strength of the regiment was 1,029; gain by recruits in 1863, 74; in 1864, 343; in 1865, 12;
by substitutes, 189; by draft, 67; by veteran reenlistments, 218; total ,932. Losses by death, 385; missing,
12; by desertion, 44; by transfer, 106;, discharged 473; mustered out, 912.

Source: The Union Army, vol. 4

Battles Fought

Fought at Catlett's Station, VA.
Fought at Charles City, VA.
Fought at Falmouth, VA.
Fought at Rappahannock Station, VA.
Fought on 01 May 1862.
Fought on 06 August 1862.
Fought on 08 August 1862.
Fought on 22 August 1862.
Fought on 26 August 1862 at Sulphur Springs, VA.
Fought on 28 August 1862 at Gainesville, VA.



Fought on 29 August 1862 at Gainesville, VA.
Fought on 30 August 1862 at 2nd Bull Run, VA.
Fought on 14 September 1862 at South Mountain, MD.
Fought on 17 September 1862 at Antietam, MD.
Fought on 13 December 1862 at Fredericksburg, VA.
Fought on 29 April 1863 at Fitzhugh Crossing, VA.
Fought on 01 July 1863 at Gettysburg, PA.
Fought on 19 October 1863 at Haymarket, VA.
Fought on 05 May 1864 at Wilderness, VA.
Fought on 06 May 1864 at Wilderness, VA.
Fought on 09 May 1864 at Laurel Hill, VA.
Fought on 10 May 1864 at Laurel Hill, VA.
Fought on 12 May 1864 at Laurel Hill, VA.
Fought on 12 May 1864 at Spotsylvania Court House, VA.
Fought on 23 May 1864 at North Anna River, VA.
Fought on 25 May 1864 at North Anna River, VA.
Fought on 27 May 1864.

Fought on 02 June 1864 at Bethesda Church, VA.
Fought on 03 June 1864 at Cold Harbor, VA.
Fought on 18 June 1864 at Petersburg, VA.
Fought on 19 June 1864 at Petersburg, VA.
Fought on 20 June 1864 at Petersburg, VA.
Fought on 21 June 1864 at Petersburg, VA.
Fought on 30 July 1864 at Petersburg, VA.
Fought on 31 July 1864 at Petersburg, VA.
Fought on 18 August 1864 at Weldon Railroad, VA.
Fought on 21 October 1864.
Fought on 11 December 1864.
Fought on 06 February 1865 at Hatcher's Run, VA.
Fought on 31 March 1865 at Gravelly Run, VA.

QUAKER ROAD, VA  --  MARCH 29TH, 1865
(Also known as Gravelly Run)

Quaker Road, Va., March 29, 1865. 1st Division, 5th Army Corps. When Gen. Grant began, on the
morning of March 29, to extend his lines to the left, to envelop the right of the Confederate works
in front of Petersburg, the 5th corps, Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren commanding, moved out at 3 a.m. to
the junction of the Vaughan and Quaker roads where a junction was to be effected with the left of
the 2nd corps. About 5 o'clock the enemy's skirmishers were driven away from the crossing of
Rowanty creek, and at 8 o'clock the head of Warren's column reached the cross-roads. About
noon he received an order from headquarters to move up the Quaker road to the little creek called
Gravelly run. Griffin's division (1st) was at once started, but upon arriving at the creek found the
bridge gone and a small force on the opposite bank to resist the crossing of the stream. Although
difficult to ford, a skirmish line succeeded in getting over, when the Confederates retired after
firing a few shots, thus giving the pioneers an opportunity to rebuild the bridge. A pontoon bridge
was also thrown across the creek, Griffin's  division crossed over, followed by Crawford's,  the
latter  taking  position  on  Griffin's  left.  The  line  then  advanced  the  resistance  of  the  enemy



gradually increasing until between 3 and 4 p.m., when a heavy force was found drawn up in line
of battle near Arnold's old sawmill. The fight was opened by Chamberlain's brigade, which moved
forward under a heavy fire, driving the enemy from a piece of woods and advancing his line to the
edge of the timber. A few minutes later the Confederates returned to the attack, the greater part of
Anderson's and Johnson's divisions being hurled against Chamberlain. The brigade was being
slowly  forced back,  when Griffin  brought up Battery  B,  4th U. S.  artillery,  which opened an
effective fire on the enemy, and at the same time parts of Gregory's and Bartlett's brigades were
sent to Chamberlain's assistance. The timely arrival of these reinforcements, and the continuous
firing of the battery,  soon forced the Confederates to beat a hasty retreat, leaving about 200
prisoners in the hands of the Federals. Warren reported the loss of Griffin's division as 370 killed
and wounded. Among the latter were Gen. Chamberlain and Gen. Sickel. The Enemy's losses were
not definitely learned, but Griffin states in his report that 130 of their dead were buried by his
pioneers. After the Confederates were driven back the line was advanced to the Boydton plank
road and intrenched. (See Five Forks for further information of this flank movement.)

Source: The Union Army, vol. 5
Fought on 01 April 1865 at Five Forks, VA.

FIVE FORKS, VA. APRIL, 1ST, 1865

Five Forks, Va., April 1, 1865. 5th Army Corps and Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac. Five
Forks was about l2 miles in a southwesterly direction from Petersburg, some 4 miles north of west
from Dinwiddie Court House, and was so called because roads ran in five different directions, the
Ford road, running north and south, crossed the White Oak  road, running east and west, the fifth
road running southeast to Dinwiddie Court House. Toward the close of March, Gen. Grant grew
apprehensive  that  Lee  might  any  night  abandon  his  intrenchments  about  Richmond  and
Petersburg, gain the Danville or Lynchburg railroad, and endeavor to form a junction with Gen.
J. E. Johnston, whose forces were then opposing Gen. Sherman's army in North Carolina. To
prevent any maneuver of this character, Grant resolved upon a movement against Lee's right, the
objective points being the South Side and Danville railroads, the destruction of which would hold
Lee's army at Richmond and ultimately force it to surrender. Orders were issued on the 24th, the
movement to begin on the 29th. Maj.Gen. Ord, commanding the Army of the James, left the north
side of the James river on the night of the 27th, taking with him Gen. Gibbon, with Foster's and
Turner's  divisions  of  the  24th  corps,  Birney's  colored  division  of  the  25th,  and  Mackenzie's
cavalry and moved to the left of the Army of the Potomac, relieving the 2nd corps on the evening
of the 28th. This movement was made with such secrecy that the enemy did not discover it until
April 2. As soon as Ord was in position on the left Grant ordered Sheridan to move out with his
cavalry early on the following morning, cross Hatcher's run at Monk's Neck bridge, pass through
Dinwiddie Court House and gain Lee's right flank. In support of this movement the 2nd and 5th
corps, respectively commanded by Maj.-Gen. A. A. Humphreys and Maj.-Gen. G. K. Warren, were
to take position on the Vaughan road, extending the line to Dinwiddie. If the Confederates refused
to come out and attack, Sheridan was to move against the railroads without delay.

The movement began at 3 a.m. on the 29th and that evening the Union army held an unbroken line
from the Appomattox river east of Petersburg to Dinwiddie Court House. A heavy rain during the
night of the 29th precluded active operations the next day, though Sheridan pushed out Devin's



division, which encountered a small force of the enemy and forced it back toward Five Forks. Maj.
Morris, with 150 men of the 5th and 6th U. S. cavalry, pursued this force to within less than a mile
from Five Forks, when he was suddenly surrounded by overwhelming numbers and forced to cut
his  way out.  Reinforcements  were  ordered to  him and a  second attempt  made to  occupy the
junction of the roads, but the enemy's force was too large. During the day Warren advanced his
left across the Boydton road toward Five Forks and also found the Confederates in force in his
front, though he was directed to fortify and hold his new position. Humphreys drove the enemy
behind his main line on Hatcher's run near Burgess' mill and also along the White Oak road, and
extended his line of battle as close to these works as he could without bringing on an engagement.
Lee discovered the movement to his right almost as soon as it was commenced, and hurried Gen.
Anderson with Bushrod Johnson's division to the right of the Confederate works on the White Oak
road.  It  was this force that  Warren met  on the afternoon of  the 29th.  Fitzhugh Lee's  cavalry
division was moved to Five Forks early on the morning of the 30th and advanced from there
toward Dinwiddie Court  House. About  dark that evening he was joined by the cavalry under
Rosser and W. H. F. Lee. Pickett's division of Longstreet's corps was also sent to the right and late
on the afternoon of the 30th took position at Five Forks, where it was joined by Ransom's and
Wallace's brigades of Johnson's division. Altogether the Confederate general had massed about
18,000 troops on his right against Sheridan. His plan was to sweep the Union cavalry out of the
way, get on Warren's left flank, and roll up the Federal line, the troops inside the intrenchments to
join the attack in order as the flanking force came in front of their positions.

On the morning of the 31st Warren reported that it was possible for him to get possession of the
White Oak road, and he was directed to do so. At 9 a.m. Devin was reinforced by Davies' brigade
of  Gen.  Crook's  cavalry  division,  Gen.  Merritt  assumed command,  and the cavalry  advanced
against  Five Forks, while Warren moved against  the enemy on the White Oak road. Merritt's
advance  gained  possession  of  Five  Forks,  but  Warren,  instead  of  advancing  with  his  entire
command, sent forward Ayres' division only, which met a heavy resistance and was forced back on
Crawford's division. This division also fell back until Griffin's line was reached, when the whole
corps was rallied and the enemy repulsed. The Confederates now turned their attention to the
cavalry at Five Forks. Merritt's advance was driven back and the enemy advanced by the roads
west of Chamberlain's creek against Sheridan at Dinwiddie Court House. In the meantime Crook'
with Gregg's and Smith's brigades, had moved to the left. Smith was stationed at one of the fords
on Chamberlain's creek and Gregg was sent to a position on the right. Smith dismounted two
regiments and sent a battalion of the 1st Me. across the creek to reconnoiter. This battalion was
quickly driven back by an overwhelming force, the enemy pursuing in hot haste and forcing a
passage of the stream. The two dismounted regiments retired in some confusion, but they were
soon rallied, when the whole brigade charged and drove the Confederates back across the creek.
They then crossed higher up, struck Davies' brigade, which was forced back on Devin's division.
Sheridan sent orders to Merritt to cross over to the Boydton road, come down that road and take
place in the line of battle at Dinwiddie Court House. As the enemy followed Merritt his rear was
presented to Sheridan, and when the lines were nearly parallel Gibbs' and Gregg's brigades made
a  gallant  attack,  forcing  the  Confederates  to  abandon  their  movement,  leaving  a  number  of
wounded in the hands of the Union troops. In changing front to meet this attack the enemy gave
Merritt his opportunity to join Sheridan, and then followed an obstinate and fiercely contested
battle for the possession of Dinwiddie Court House. Two divisions of Confederate infantry and
practically all  their  cavalry were unable to force five brigades  of  Federal  cavalry from their



position behind some slight breastworks on the open plain in front of Dinwiddie Court House, and
shortly after dark the firing ceased, the enemy lying on his arms that night not more than 100
yards in front of Sheridan's position.

On the afternoon of the 31st Warren advanced with Griffin's division, supported by portions of
Ayres' and Crawford's, with Miles' division of the 2nd corps on the right, and regained the ground
lost by Ayres in the morning, after which Griffin attacked with Chamberlain's brigade and drove
the enemy from the White Oak road. About 5 p.m. the sound of Sheridan's engagement reached
Warren, who immediately ordered Bartlett's brigade to Sheridan's support, with instructions to
attack the enemy on the flank. When the position of the Confederate force in front of Sheridan was
learned at headquarters, Grant determined to make an effort to cut it off from the main body, and
at 9 o'clock that evening Warren was ordered to report to Sheridan and to send Griffin's division
at once down the Boydton road to Dinwiddie. Mackenzie's cavalry was also ordered to Sheridan's
support. At the time Warren was ordered to report to Sheridan it was expected that his troops
would reach Dinwiddie by midnight or a little later. Several messages passed between him and
headquarters, in which he was urged to be prompt and move at once, but for some inexplicable
reason Griffin  did  not  receive his  orders  to  move until  5  o'clock on the  morning of  April  1.
Sheridan was advised at 10 p.m., on the 31st, of the dispositions of troops to aid him and at 3 a.m.
sent the following despatch to Warren: "I am holding in front of Dinwiddie Court House, on the
road leading to Five forks, for three-quarters of a mile, with Gen. Custer's division. The: enemy
are in his immediate front, lying so as to cover the road just this side of A. Adams' house, which
leads out across Chamberlain's bed or run. I understand you have a division at J. Boisseau's if so,
you are in rear of the enemy's line and almost on his flanks. I will hold on here. Possibly they may
attack Custer at daylight, if so, attack instantly and in full force. Attack at daylight anyhow, and I
will make an effort to get the road this side of Adams' house, and if I do you can capture the whole
of them. Any force moving down the road I am holding, or on the White Oak road, will be in the
enemy's rear, and in all probability get any force that may escape you by a flank attack. Do not
fear my leaving here. If the enemy remains I shall fight at daylight."

Had Warren reached his assigned position in time to attack simultaneously with Sheridan, there
would have been but little chance of escape for the Confederate force at Dinwiddie.  Sheridan
made his  attack  at  daylight,  according to his  despatch,  thinking that  the 5th corps  was near
enough to strike the enemy in the rear. The Confederate officers had learned that Warren was
coming up, and, as soon as Sheridan began his attack, fell back across Chamberlain's creek, not
halting until they were behind their works along the White Oak  road at Five Forks, where Pickett
formed his forces with Corse's brigade on the right, three-fourths of a mile west of Five Forks,
then the brigades of Terry, Steuart, Ransom and Wallace in the order named, Wallace's left being
refused for about 100 yards to meet any attack coming from the east along the White Oak road.
On Corse's right were 3 guns of Pegram's artillery battalion; 3 more were placed at Five Forks
between Terry and Steuart, and McGregor's battery of 4 guns was placed on the left. W. H. F.
Lee's cavalry division covered the right flank and Munford's, dismounted, was posted on Wallace's
left. Sheridan decided to attack the enemy in his intrenchments. His plan was to make a feint of
turning Pickett's right flank with Custer's and Devin's cavalry, while Warren was to move up with
his entire corps and attack the left flank, the cavalry feint to be made a real attack as soon as
Warren  became  engaged.  The  divisions  of  Griffin  and  Ayres  were  ordered  to  halt  near  the



Boisseau  house  until  Crawford  could  come  up,  when  the  corps  was  to  be  formed  with  two
divisions in front and one in reserve, and be ready to advance when required to do so. Sheridan's
object was either to crush Pickett or cut him off and drive him westward, thus isolating him from
the  Confederate  army  at  Petersburg.  It  was  a  repetition  of  the  maneuver  that  he  had  so
successfully employed at Fisher's hill, when Early's army was almost completely destroyed. Custer
was pushed well out on the western road, Devin advanced on the road running from Dinwiddie to
Five Forks, and by noon the enemy's skirmish line had been driven into the trenches. About 1 p.m.
Sheridan sent orders to Warren to bring up his infantry, but it was 4 o'clock before his corps was
in  position  to  begin  the  attack.  While  Warren was  getting  ready to  open the battle  Sheridan
learned that the left of the 2nd corps had been swung back parallel to and fronting the Boydton
road, thus opening a way for the enemy to march down the White Oak road and attack his right
and rear. Mackenzie who had been held near Dinwiddie Court House, was therefore ordered to
move up the Crump road, gain the White Oak road drive back any force he might find there, and
then join Sheridan in front of Five Forks. Mackenzie encountered a force on the White Oak road
and drove it back toward Petersburg, then countermarched and came up on Warren's right just as
that officer was beginning his advance. He then moved to the right of the infantry and gained a
position on the Ford road near Hatcher's  run, from which he which attacked the Confederate
flank and rear, capturing a number of prisoners.

A little after 4 o'clock Ayres' division of Warren's corps advanced obliquely toward the White Oak
road, receiving only a light fire in front, but soon after crossing the road a heavy fire was poured
on the left  from the short  line  of  intrenchments  where  Wallace's  left  was  refused.  In  moving
forward the corps had not kept far enough to the left, throwing Ayres in front of the return, where
it was intended for Crawford to strike the enemy's line. It was therefore necessary for Ayres to
change front to the left. While executing this movement, which was done under fire and in a piece
of woods, Crawford lost the connection and Ayres' right flank was thrown in the air. As a result
Gwyn's brigade, which occupied the right, became somewhat unsteady. Part of the line gave way
and one or two regiments began to retire in disorder, when Sheridan, with some of his staff, rode
up to reassure the men and the line was soon reestablished. Concerning the battle at this juncture,
Badeau, in his Military History of U. S. Grant, says: "Meantime the fire of Ayres' division was
heard by Merritt, and the cavalry promptly responded to the signal for their assault. They had the
brunt of the battle to bear, for their attack was directly in front, on the main Five Forks road, and
the angle where Ayres joined the cavalry right was the key of the entire position. If this could be
gained, Ayres would completely enfilade the enemy's line on the White Oak road, and render the
direct  assault  comparatively easy;  while if  the rebels held the 5th corps in check,  they could
probably repulse the cavalry with heavy loss, for their works were strong and difficult to approach
in front, and, sheltered by these, they could pour out a deadly fire. It was therefore vital that the
rebel flank should be promptly attacked and broken. The burden of this now fell upon Ayres, for
Crawford, on the right, had deflected so far from the line pointed out by Sheridan that he was of
no use at all at this juncture. After crossing the White Oak road, he failed to wheel to the left, as
ordered, and pushed straight for Hatcher's run, leaving, as we have seen, a gap between himself
and Ayres. This deflection was occasioned by Crawford's obliquing his line to avoid the fire of the
enemy, instead of pushing directly upon the rebel work. Griffin, who was in reserve on the right,
naturally followed Crawford for awhile, so that Ayres was left to contend alone with the enemy."



Warren was on the right with Crawford, and Sheridan remained with Ayres during the greater
part of the battle. Winthrop's brigade was double-quicked to the left of Ayres' line to connect with
Devin, and Coulter's brigade-the reserve of Crawford's division- was hurried into the gap on the
right. Every one of Warren's staff officers and several of Sheridan's were sent to bring Griffin and
Crawford against Pickett's rear. The direction of the two divisions was finally changed to the left,
but they did not come up in time to join in the assault until after Ayres had carried the angle.
Griffin  attacked Ransom's  brigade and part  of  Wallace's,  that  had formed a new line,  behind
slight breastworks and at right angles to the old one. After a half an hour of stubborn fighting
Gwyn's  and Coulter's  brigades were sent  to Griffin's assistance,  the line was carried and the
Confederate left was doubled up in confusion. When the battle began Pickett was on the north side
of Hatcher's run. He reached the field about the time his left gave way and threw Terry's brigade
commanded  by Col. Mayo, back to the Ford road to check the attack from the rear. Finding that
Mayo was unable to maintain his position, Pickett next ordered Corse to form a new line at right
angles to the main line of intrenchments to cover the retreat. Mayo began to fall back to this line,
but about the time he passed the battery at the junction of the roads some of Merritt's  cavalry
charged the works there, captured the 3 guns and turned them on the panic stricken Confederates.
Then dashing down the White Oak road the Federal cavalry completely demoralized the enemy
and drove him from the field. Pickett himself was almost surrounded while vainly striving to stem
the tide.  As he galloped away the remnant of  what had once been the flower of the Army of
Northern Virginia fled in disorder, hotly pursued for 6 miles by Merritt and Mackenzie, a number
of the enemy being captured during the chase. The official records of the war give no detailed
statement  of  the  casualties at  Five Forks.  Sheridan's  loss was estimated  at  700,  and Warren
reported a total loss of 634 in the 5th corps. The Confederate loss, according to Lee's adjutant-
general, was 7,000, most of whom were captured.

Source: The Union Army, vol. 5

Fought on 01 April 1865 at Gravelly Run, VA.
Fought on 02 April 1865 at Five Forks, VA.
Fought on 05 April 1865.




